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Mertztown, PA 19539
Phone – 610-682-2748
Fax – 610-682-9670
Email: gatewaychristianschool@hotmail.com
PLANTING SEEDS OF ETERNAL PURPOSE

______________________________________________________________________________

APPLICATION PACKET

A private Pre-K–12 grade school providing a quality Christian education while training the whole child in
leadership, self-discipline, good citizenship, and the highest standards of morality and behavior.
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Fax – 610-682-9670
Email: gatewaychristianschool@hotmail.com
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Dear Prospective Parents and Student(s),
Thank you for your interest in Gateway Christian School. This packet contains all of the material
you need to begin the admission procedure.
As we start each year, we stand on the motto, Planting Seeds of Eternal Purpose. We believe this
represents who we are as a school.
If you have further questions or would like to schedule a time to tour the school, please call the
school office.

Thank You and God Bless,
Gateway Christian School

Admissions Policy and Procedure
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Gateway Christian School was founded in 1978 and exists to provide a solid education to
each student who will at the same time be nurtured in the love of Jesus. Believing that parents have
the primary responsibility for educating and training their children (Proverbs 22:6), Gateway
Christian School will endeavor to facilitate the discharge of this responsibility. The Christian day
school, however, is not a remedy for parents who are unwilling to fulfill their God-given
responsibilities of raising their children in the home. We have a deep concern that each child has an
opportunity to have a Christian education, but at our present stage of development we are unable to
enroll children who either come from a home that would present opposition to the objectives, core
values, statement of faith or the Christ-centered learning environment offered at Gateway Christian
School.
Although Gateway Christian School is willing to take reasonable steps to accommodate those
with physical handicaps, the limited resources that the school operates under does not permit it to
accommodate all physical handicaps and Gateway Christian School may consider any
accommodation necessary to support a particular applicant when deciding whether to admit that
individual as a student. Gateway Christian School is not currently able to provide the instructional,
psychological and evaluative services that may be required for a child with significant learning
disabilities and/or psychological disorders. This, too, may be considered by Gateway Christian
School in deciding whether to admit an applicant. Gateway Christian School also reserves the right
to refuse to enroll students who may have a history of disciplinary problems at other schools.
An application for enrollment is complete when all applicable forms provided by Gateway
Christian School are completed and returned to the school office, together with the $75.00 non
refundable per child registration fee. This fee is in addition to tuition and other fees. An application
will not be considered until all forms are completed and all fees are received.
In addition to the forms provided by Gateway Christian School, a copy of the most recent
report card must be submitted for students entering grades first through eighth who have previously
attended a public or private school; a current transcript is required for all students entering grades
ninth through twelfth; and a copy of the most recent evaluation letter is required for students who
have previously been home-schooled (regardless of grade being entered).
Placement examinations may be administered to students with inadequate records of cumulative
testing.
After all admissions materials have been submitted, the principal will interview the
applicant’s family before enrollment to the school may be granted. After the School Committee has
reviewed all application materials, the parent will be notified as to whether the child’s application has
been granted. A probationary period of one semester (90 days) will be required prior to final
acceptance for all new students. Each child will be admitted on an annual basis with re-enrollment
completed before general registration begins.

Tuition Rate Chart
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Tuition, Curriculum and all other fees are paid in 10 monthly payments August 1 st - May 1st. A 5% discount is offered if tuition is paid in full
and postmarked August 15th. Accounts must be paid in full for re-enrollment for the upcoming school year.

Number of Children

Tuition

Week

10 month

12 month

5% discount

One 3 Day Child
Two 3 Day Children
One 5 Day Child
One 3 Day & One 5 Day
Two 5 Day Children
One 3 Day & Two 5 Day Children
Three 5 Day Children
Four 5 Day Children
Five 5 Day Children

$ 2,685.00
$4,080.00
$3,820.00
$5,015.00
$5,940.00
$7,025.00
$7,490.00
$7,930.00
$8,370.00

$67.12
$102.00
$95.50
$125.37
$148.50
$175.62
$187.50
$198.25
$209.25

$268.50
$408.00
$382.00
$501.50
$594.00
$702.50
$749.00
$793.00
$837.00

$223.75
$340.00
$318.33
$417.91
$495.00
$585.41
$624.16
$660.83
$697.50

$2,550.75
$3,876.00
$3,629.00
$4,764.25
$5,643.00
$6,673.75
$7,115.50
$7,533.50
$7,951.50

New Registration: Non refundable $75.00 per Child
Re-Enrollment: Non refundable $35.00 per child

3 Day Pre-school (nursery) – 3 & 4 years old. These students would come in for three full days a week on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.
Students must be 3 years old by September 1st, and must be potty trained. Other ages are considered on a case by case basis.

5 Day Pre-school – 3& 4 years old. These students would come in for five full days. Pre-School students use curriculum to make the
transition into Kindergarten easier. Other ages are considered on a case by case basis.
5 Day Kindergarten –5 years old. These students would come in for five full days. Child must be 5 years old by September 1 st. Students need
st
to score on a reading readiness test to show that they are academically ready to advance to 1 grade. Other ages are considered on a case by
case basis.

Our Objectives
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Gateway Christian School was founded because of the burden felt by some of the church parents of
Fredericksville Mennonite Church. They realized a need to have their children's education work along
side the home, and their Christian upbringing. So this school was started in 1978, and has allowed
Christian parents an opportunity to have their children receive a solid education while being nurtured in
the love of Christ.
The objective in building Gateway Christian School is to obey the Scriptural imperatives of Deuteronomy
6:5-7a; "... love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thine might. And these words, which I
command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy
children..." and of Proverbs 22:6 to "train up a child in the way he should go." Training for life must
include training for eternity.
A Christian school is an extension of the Christian home in training young people in a Christian
environment for time and eternity. The school staff works closely with the parents to train the whole
child.
Attendance at this school is a privilege and not a right. The goal of this school is to train a student in
Christian leadership, self discipline, and good citizenship. This school stands without apology for the oldtime Gospel and the highest standards of morality and Christian behavior.

Our Statement of Faith
We believe in:
The inspiration of the Bible, equally in all parts and without error in its origin.
The one God, eternally existent Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Who created man by direct immediate act.
The pre-existence, incarnation, virgin birth, sinless life, miracles, substitutionary death, bodily
resurrection, ascension to Heaven, and the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.
The fall of man, the need of regeneration by the operation of the Holy Spirit on the basis of grace alone,
and the resurrection of all to life or damnation.
The spiritual relationship of all believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, living a life of righteous works,
separated from the world, and witnessing of His saving grace through the ministry of the Holy Spirit.

Gateway Christian School Parents’ Agreement
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We consider it a privilege to have the opportunity to send our child to Gateway Christian School
and we shall endeavor to support and uphold the principles, practices, and educational policies of
the school in every way. We will attend all parent functions and assist in positively publicizing
the school and its programs among friends.
We agree to uphold and support the high academic standards of Gateway Christian School by
providing a place at home for our child to study, by giving our child encouragement, and by
holding them accountable in the completion of homework and assignments.
We realize that a Christian school is not a substitute for the training, fellowship, and discipline of
the local church. Therefore, we agree to have our child in regular attendance in a Sunday school
and church where God’s Word is believed, obeyed, and preached.
We grant permission to the school authorities to discipline our child and to allow whatever
disciplinary measures are necessary (NOT to include corporal punishment). We further agree to
cooperate by disciplining our child in the home.
We understand and agree that our child may be expelled for our violation of any of the terms of
this agreement which expressly incorporates the rules, regulations and standards of conduct
contained in the material supplied to us with our child’s application packet, including the ParentStudent Handbook. We further understand that our supplying Gateway Christian School with
false information as it relates to our child’s application for enrollment may also result in our
child’s expulsion from Gateway Christian School.
We agree to be prompt in payment of tuition and fees. We understand that our child may be
expelled if proper arrangements are not made to rectify an overdue account. We further agree
that any check written which is returned to the school due to insufficient funds or a closed
account will be subject to an additional penalty of $25.00. We understand that, if our child is
dismissed or withdrawn from Gateway Christian School, all fees due must be paid in full before
the student’s records will be released to his/her new school. Interest charges of 1.5% per month
(18% annum) will be applied monthly to all unpaid balances older than 30 days. If my account is
not paid in full within 60 days of invoicing and it becomes necessary to turn my account over to
a collection agency, I agree to pay all collection fees (typically 25% of the amount due), any
costs, and reasonable attorney fees in addition to the balance due.
We have read the “Standards for Dress and Appearance” and agree to see to it that our child
adheres to the policies set forth therein.

We give permission for our child to take part in all school activities, including extra-curricular
sports and school-sponsored trips away from school premises (with notice sent home with my
child). We absolve and hold harmless the school from liability to us or our child because of any
injury to our child at school or during any school activity.
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We recognize that confidence in our child’s teachers and school administration is essential.
Therefore, we will encourage our child to respect and obey the school staff and administration
and to comply with the rules and regulations governing student conduct. We agree that if our
child should become involved in any difficulty with a staff member or another student we will
approach the situation with a prayerful, Christian spirit and in accordance with Matthew 18:1520, with a heart toward reconciliation. In the event the difficulty involves a staff member, we
agree not to complain to other parents, but will register only necessary complaints with the
appropriate staff member. If, after consultation with the appropriate staff member, the difficulty
remains, we understand that we may seek a meeting with the principal on the subject. In the
event that the Administration decides to expel my child, I understand that I may petition the
School Committee in writing within 10 days of such expulsion, and therein request that the
Committee reconsider its decision.
15

Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and
him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 16 But if he will not hear thee, then
take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be
established.17 And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to
hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.18 Verily I say unto you,
Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven.19 Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as
touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in
heaven.20 For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of
them.
Matthew 18:15-20 KJV

Understanding that I Corinthians 6:1-8 admonishes that Christians should not institute civil proceedings
against another Christian in secular court, we understand that any cause of action we may have against
Gateway Christian School or any of its staff must be submitted to Peacemakers Ministries, 1537 Avenue
D, Suite 352, Billings, Montana, for disposition by arbitration or mediation as my/our sole remedial
course of action. Any decision reached by a panel established by Peacemakers Ministries being final and
not subject to appeal. Under no circumstances, will I/we file suit in a court of otherwise competent
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jurisdiction, whether federal or state, to dispose of claims, regardless of their nature, that I/we may have
against Gateway Christian School or its staff.

Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the unjust, and not before the
saints?2 Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by
you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters?3 Know ye not that we shall judge angels?
how much more things that pertain to this life?4 If then ye have judgments of things pertaining to
this life, set them to judge who are least esteemed in the church. 5 I speak to your shame. Is it so,
that there is not a wise man among you? no, not one that shall be able to judge between his
brethren?6 But brother goeth to law with brother, and that before the unbelievers. 7 Now therefore
there is utterly a fault among you, because ye go to law one with another. Why do ye not rather
take wrong? why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded?8 Nay, ye do wrong, and
defraud, and that your brethren.
I Corinthians 6:1-8 KJV

We have read the Parents’ Agreement set forth above, the material supplied to us with the
Application Packet, including the Gateway Christian School Parent-Student Handbook. I/We understand
all that we have read and affirm our agreement with their terms by signing below, intending to be
legally bound to the commitments made herein.

Father’s Signature

Date

Mother’s Signature

Date

Gateway Christian School Student Commitment
Gateway Christian School is committed to providing a thorough Christian education to each
child and is concerned about the academic and spiritual well being of each student. Lives
exemplifying Christian character are required of all students, whether the child has come to a
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ or not. Gateway Christian School believes that a life that
exemplifies Christian character demands that special attention be given to those activities the
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student participates in, both on and off campus. Therefore, Gateway Christian School requires
that students adhere to the standards of conduct set forth in the Parent-Student Handbook,
together with those items specifically set forth below.
I will endeavor to obey God’s Word and follow His leading in my life. Since my spiritual
life depends upon my fellowship with the Lord and His people, I will attempt to read from
the Bible (1 Peter 2:2) and pray (1 Thessalonians 5:17) each day. I will attend church
regularly (Hebrews 10:25). I will seek to live so that I may be a good witness for Christ
(Acts 1:8).
Student initials __________________
1 Corinthians 10:31 (“Whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”) will influence my
conduct in all areas of my life. I will be truthful by my words (to avoid lying) and by my
actions (to avoid cheating). I will respect and obey those placed in authority over me
(parents, teachers, pastors, etc.). I will guard my tongue and attitude, and I will strive to
avoid a complaining, griping spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:16, 18).
Student initials __________________
I will avoid those things that are harmful to my body. I will not use tobacco products or any
illegal drugs. I will avoid abusing any prescribed drug or related items. I will not drink
alcoholic beverages. I will strive to keep my body pure so that Christ will have a “clean
vessel” for His use (2 Timothy 2:21).
Student initials __________________
It is my desire to bring honor and glory to God in ALL I do, and I will avoid those areas that
give the appearance of evil (1Thessalonians 5:22). I will exercise good judgment in the
areas of music, books, magazines, television, movies, video games, computer usage, and
other forms of entertainment. I will abstain from that which is immoral, anti-Christian, or
involves the occult. In all activities and forms of entertainment I will strive to give glory
and honor to the Lord (Revelation 4:11).
Student initials __________________
I will seek to make Gateway Christian School a better place because of my involvement
with the school. I will try to live as Jesus wants me to live because I love Him.
Student initials __________________
I have read the Parent-Student Handbook and the standard of conduct set forth above. I
understand all that I have read and affirm my agreement by signing below, intending to be
legally bound by the commitments made herein.
Student Signature

Date

Witness Signature

Request for Student Records
As of _____________, my children have withdrawn from the following school:
Date

Date
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School:
Address:

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
Phone/Fax: ____________________________

I, the parent or guardian of the student(s) listed below, give permission for the following records to be
released to

Gateway Christian School
245 Fredericksville Road
Mertztown, PA 19539
Phone #610-682-2748 ~ Fax # 610-682-9670

Student’s Name ______________________________ Age _______ Grade Level __________________
Student’s Name ______________________________ Age _______ Grade Level __________________
Student’s Name ______________________________ Age _______ Grade Level __________________
PLEASE FORWARD:
Academic Records/Transcripts
Testing Information
Report Cards
Psychological Evaluations
Special Education Records
Discipline Records
Medical Records
Any other pertinent information for a successful transfer to our school
________________________________________________________
Signature of Parent or Guardian

________________________________________________________
Signature of Receiving Principal

_________________________
Date

_________________________
Date
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According to PA Law, non-public school children are entitled to transportation to non-public schools as
follows:
1. A district which provides transportation for resident public school students must also make
identical provisions for the transportation of the resident non-public school students.
2. Transportation for non-public school students must be provided to and from the non-public
school in which the student is enrolled, even if the non-public school is located outside the
district so long as the distance is not more than 10 miles beyond the district boundaries. (Note
this distance may be in excess of 10 miles from student’s home).
3. A district may transport children who live along hazardous routes even though the children live
within walking distance of the school.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------REQUEST FOR TRANSPORTATION UNDER ACT 372
(Complete a separate form for each child needing transportation and return as soon as possible)
1. Name of child_______________________________________________________________________Date of Birth____________
2. Address-Rural address indicate specific location__________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Name of Non Public School; attending in September (next school year)________________________________________________
4. Name of Public School District (in which child resides)____________________________________________________________
5. The above named child lives approximately________miles from the non public school to be attending September.
6. If child received public school district transportation last year, please indicate bus number________ and District_______________.
Mother Information

Father Information

Name (please print):___________________________

________________________________

Home Phone#:

___________________________

________________________________

Work Phone#:

___________________________

________________________________

Cell Phone#:

____________________________

________________________________

Parent(s) Signature:____________________________

________________________________

EMERGENCY CONTACT NAMES & PHONE NUMBERS: (OTHER THAN PARENTS)
Name: _______________________________________________________Phone:____________________________
Name: _______________________________________________________Phone:____________________________
Name: _______________________________________________________Phone:____________________________
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Student Information Questionnaire
Application Date_______
Term: 20___/20___
Student Information:
Name:______________________________________________

First

Middle

Last

Sex: M / F Age: ____________

Date of Birth:____________

Address: ______________________________ Telephone Numbers:____________________________
_______________________________

____________________________

______________________________________

____________________________

Student’s Social Security Number _____-_____-______
Family Information:
Student resides with (circle one): Both Parents / Mother / Father
Father's Name:

Mother's Name:____________________________

Legal Guardian (If other than parent): _________________________________________________
Address to which correspondence is to be sent:______________________
Email address:
_____________________
___________________
_____________________
Marital Status of Custodial Parent(s): (check one) __Married __Single __Widowed __Divorced __Separated
Occupation of Father: _________________________________________________________
Employer:___________________________ Business Phone:__________________________
Occupation of Mother_________________________________________________________
Employer:___________________________ Business Phone:__________________________

Name and Grades of Brothers and Sisters: __________________________________________
How did you hear about this school? _______________________________________________
What factors helped you choose this school? __________________________________________
Please list two references (other than family or pastor):
Name: __________________________________Phone Number:___________________________
Name: __________________________________Phone Number:___________________________
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CERTIFICATE of Individual Request
FOR LOAN OF TEXTBOOKS AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

State law (Act 195) authorizes the loan of textbooks by the Secretary of Education to children
enrolled in nonpublic schools. ACT 90 authorizes the loan of instructional materials. Gateway
Christian School requests specific textbooks and materials to be loaned to your children. The
law requires that a parent of each student attending the nonpublic school individually request a
loan of textbooks and instructional materials. Gateway Christian School requests and selects
only textbooks and instructional materials in accordance with Gateway’s beliefs and teachings.
These textbooks and materials are used in the Learning Centers.

I hereby request the loan of textbooks and instructional materials in accordance with
Pennsylvania Act 195 and Act 90 for my child(ren) attending Gateway Christian School.

___________________________________________________
PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE

__________________
DATE

This law is applicable to Pennsylvania residents only.
(This form will remain on file at the school.)
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Enrollment Application Form
Dear Parents:
Please complete and return this form, along with the enrollment fee of $75.00 per child.
To enroll siblings, please include their names on the form below and grade entering. Enrollment
applications will be processed in the order they are received. All applications will be evaluated upon
receipt. If you know someone that is interested in Christian education for their children, please
encourage them to call as soon as possible to schedule an appointment to start the enrollment process.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NEW REGISTRATION-$75.00 PER CHILD
Student:___________________________Grade:_______ Student:___________________Grade:______
Student:__________________________ Grade:_______ Student:___________________Grade:______
Address:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone Number:
_______________________________________________________________________________

Church Attendance Verification
Our family attends:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Church Address
City
State
Zip
Phone

_______________________________________
Father’s Signature
Date

_____________________________________
Mother’s Signature
Date

Pastor Recommendation Form
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Parents: Please complete the top portion of this form and send or hand deliver it to your pastor, and
have him return it to Gateway Christian School at the address listed above.
Family Name _________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________
Child(ren) enrolled at Gateway Christian School _____________________________________________
Pastor: Thank you for giving consideration to the following questions regarding these applicants.
Gateway Christian School is committed to excellence in education while providing a Christ-centered
environment. Your prompt return of this form is appreciated.
Pastor’s Name ________________________________________________________________________
Church Name ________________________________________________________________________
Church Address _______________________________________________________________________
Church Phone Number __________________________________________________________________
Does this family attend church and Sunday school on a regular basis?_____________________________
How long have they been attending? ________________________ Are they members? ____________
What services do they faithfully attend?
Sunday AM / Sunday PM / Mid-week
Have there been any discipline problems at church or Sunday school with the children of this family? If
yes, please explain: _____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
What evidence of Spiritual Fruit have you seen in this family?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Are members of the family active in the work of the church? (Please explain) ______________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Does this family display Christian attitudes and actions? ______________________________________
Based on your knowledge of the applicant and his/her family, would you recommend them to Gateway
Christian School? Yes/No _______ Reason _________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Please add any additional information you feel would be helpful in facilitating the admission process.
___________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Pastor’s Signature
** This form is confidential **

_______________
Date
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FAMILY & EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION 20__-20__
Parents: __________________________________________

Home Phone: _______-_______-_________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________
Mother’s Daytime Phone: ______-______-________ Extension: _______

Cell: ______-______-________

Father’s Daytime Phone: _______-_______-_______ Extension: _______ Cell: ______-______-________
Mother’s Pager: ______-______-_______

Father’s Pager: ______-______-_______

Family Doctor: _____________________________________________ Phone: ______-_______-________
Hospital Preference: _________________________________________ Phone: ______-_______-________
Insurance Company: _________________________________________ Group/Policy# ________________
Student’s Name: __________________________DOB:____/_____/____

Medication: _________________

Special remarks, Medical Condition or Surgery: ________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Student’s Name: ___________________________ DOB:____/_____/____Medication: _________________
Special remarks, Medical Condition or Surgery: ________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Alternate Emergency Contact Persons
Name: ____________________________ Phone: _____-_____-______ Relationship: ________________
Name: ____________________________ Phone: _____-_____-______ Relationship: ________________
Gateway HAS permission to administer:

Gateway DOES NOT HAVE permission to administer:

_________ Tylenol / Motrin / ibuprofen

_________ Tylenol / Motrin / ibuprofen

_________ Pepto-Bismol

_________ Pepto-Bismol

_________ First Aid

_________ First Aid

School District in which you reside: __________________________________________________________
Church you are currently attending: __________________________________________________________
Church Address: _________________________________________________________________________
Pastor: ______________________________________ Church Phone Number: ______-_______-________
Parent Signature ______________________________________________

Date_____________________

(USE OTHER SIDE OF THIS FORM IF FURTHER INFORMATION IS NEEDED)
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Final Check List
Documents required for GCS Admissions Interview
_____

Student Information Questionnaire

_____

Report Card (1 Grade through 8 Grade)

_____

Transcript (entering 9 through 12 Grade)

_____

Immunization Records

_____

Parents’ Agreement Form

_____

Student Commitment Form (Grades 7-12)

_____

Request for Student Records Form

_____

Request for Transportation Form

_____

Certificate of Individual Request for Loan of Textbooks and Instructional
Materials

_____

Registration Fee

_____

Emergency Contact Form

st

th

th

th

*Please deliver or send your pastor recommendation form to your pastor as soon as possible. Also,
please give the Principal/Counselor of your current school the Academic Recommendation Form to
complete.

